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In 1144, the mutilated body of William of Norwich, a young apprentice leatherworker, was found
abandoned outside the city's walls. The boy bore disturbing signs of torture, and a story spread
that it was a ritual murder, performed by Jews in imitation of the Crucifixion as a mockery of
Christianity. The outline of William's tale eventually gained currency far beyond Norwich, and the
idea that Jews engaged in ritual murder became firmly rooted in the European imagination.E.M.
Rose's engaging book delves into the story of William's murder and the notorious trial that
followed to uncover the origin of the ritual murder accusation - known as the "blood libel" - in
western Europe in the Middle Ages. Focusing on the specific historical context - 12th-century
ecclesiastical politics, the position of Jews in England, the Second Crusade, and the cult of
saints - and suspensefully unraveling the facts of the case, Rose makes a powerful argument for
why the Norwich Jews (and particularly one Jewish banker) were accused of killing the youth,
and how the malevolent blood libel accusation managed to take hold. She also considers four
"copycat" cases, in which Jews were similarly blamed for the death of young Christians, and
traces the adaptations of the story over time.In the centuries after its appearance, the ritual
murder accusation provoked instances of torture, death and expulsion of thousands of Jews and
the extermination of hundreds of communities. Although no charge of ritual murder has
withstood historical scrutiny, the concept of the blood libel is so emotionally charged and deeply
rooted in cultural memory that it endures even today. Rose's groundbreaking work, driven by
fascinating characters, a gripping narrative, and impressive scholarship, provides clear answers
as to why the blood libel emerged when it did and how it was able to gain such widespread
acceptance, laying the foundations for enduring antisemitic myths that continue to the present.

"Well-written and personable, this provocative book makes a cognent...case for the concept of
memes and for the importance of their effects on human culture."--Publishers Weekly--This text
refers to the paperback edition.In The Selfish Gene, Richard Dawkins proposed the concept of
the meme as a unit of culture, spread by imitation. Now Dawkins himself says of Susan
Blackmore:Showing greater courage and intellectual chutzpah than I have ever aspired to, she
deploys her memetic forces in a brave--do not think foolhardy until you have read it--assault on
the deepest questions of all: What is a self? What am I? Where am I? ... Any theory deserves to
be given its best shot, and that is what Susan Blackmore has given the theory of the
meme.Blackmore is a parapsychologist who rejects the paranormal, a skeptical investigator of
near-death experiences, and a practitioner of Zen. Her explanation of the science of the meme
(memetics) is rigorously Darwinian. Because she is a careful thinker (though by no means dull or
conventional), the reader ends up with a good idea of what memetics explains well and what it
doesn't, and with many ideas about how it can be tested--the very hallmark of an excellent



science book. Blackmore's discussion of the "memeplexes" of religion and of the self are sure to
be controversial, but she is (as Dawkins says) enormously honest and brave to make a
connection between scientific ideas and how one should live one's life. --Mary Ellen Curtin--This
text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.About the AuthorSusan Blackmore is a
psychologist, TED lecturer, and writer researching consciousness, memes, meditation, and
anomalous experiences, and is visiting professor in psychology at the University of Plymouth.
Her book The Meme Machine has been translated into sixteen languages; more recent books
include Zen and the Art of Consciousness and Seeing Myself: The New Science of Out-of-
BodyExperiences. --This text refers to the audioCD edition.From Publishers WeeklyOver a
decade ago, Richard Dawkins, who contributes a foreword to this book, coined the term "meme"
for a unit of culture that is transmitted via imitation and naturally "selected" by popularity or
longevity. Dawkins used memes to show that the theory known as Universal Darwinism,
according to which "all life evolves by the differential survival of replicating entities," applies to
more than just genes. Now, building on his ideas, psychologist Blackmore contends that memes
can account for many forms of human behavior that do not obviously serve the "selfish gene."
For example, a possible gene-meme co-evolution among early humans could have selected for
true altruism among humans: people who help others (whether or not they are related) can
influence them and thus spread their memes. Meme transmission would also explain some
thorny problems in sociobiology. From a gene's point of view, celibacy, birth control and adoption
are horrible mistakes. From a meme's point of view, they are a gold mine. Few or no children free
up the meme-carrier to devote more energy to horizontal transmission to non-relatives (monks
and nuns the world over figured that out long ago), something the gene is incapable of. With
adoption, memes can even co-opt vertical transmission between generations. Blackmore posits
that, in modern culture, meme replication has almost completely overwhelmed the glacially slow
gene replication. Well written and personable, this provocative book makes a cogentAif not
wholly persuasiveAcase for the concept of memes and for the importance of their effects on
human culture.Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an alternate
kindle_edition edition.From Library JournalIf Blackmore is correct, then imitation is much more
than just the highest form of flatteryAit is the basis of all human culture. "Memes" are
hypothesized as discrete units of ideas or behaviors that can be imitated, thereby replicating in a
manner similar to genetic replication. The theory is controversial, but if correct it may explain
phenomena as diverse as why humans have such large brains and how language developed.
Blackmore, a British psychologist, expounds this theory in a very literate style, with examples
and anecdotes that are vivid, informative, and sometimes downright charming. This is one of the
rare popular science books that presents a new theory in lay terms while also postulating
original ideas worthy of scholarly debate. Its publication is a sure sign that the science of
memetics has come of age. For most libraries.AGregg Sapp, Univ. of Miami Lib., Coral
GablesCopyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an alternate
kindle_edition edition.From Kirkus ReviewsRichard Dawkins gave us ``memes,'' the cultural



analogue of genes; Blackmore gives us memes in spadeshumans as meme machines. For
Dawkins (who writes a foreword to this volume), the meme is a metaphor for the ideas, myths,
customs, works of art and science that are passed along in human cultures as unitary and
competing entities. In Blackmores formulation, they have become real and serve as an
explanatory tool par excellence. Selfish memes, like selfish genes, are interested in their own
perpetuation and so, in tail-wagging-the-dog fashion, have guided natural selection (via genes)
to favor big brains, development of language, religion, sexual selection, altruism, urbanization,
etc. The operation that makes all this memetic evolution possible is the human ability to imitate.
In some ways, it's entertaining to follow Blackmore's train of thoughteven anticipating how she
can shape memes to show why we like to gossip or why we love sex. She's a good writer, and
her enthusiasm is infectious (like the memes themselves, which she and other memeticists liken
to viruses). But in the end, one is left with reasonable questions: Is that all there is to life? Where
is the proof? In many instances, the ``evidence'' is speculative or laid out as a predictive
proposal. The author, a lecturer in the School of Psychiatry at the University of the West in
England, even denies the existence of ``self''hence the title. But, clearly, not everything humans
do or think comes by way of imitation. Humans are products of variation and chance, mutations,
climate, disasters, and moments of opportunity. To counter all this by saying that there are more
memes ``out there'' competing for a place in human brains borders on the magical or mystical.
So, enjoy the imaginative leaps and some pithy summaries of current theories and controversies
regarding human evolution, but don't substitute the meme bathwater for the gene baby just yet. --
Copyright ©1999, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved. --This text refers to an alternate
kindle_edition edition.From Scientific AmericanJokes, fads, rumors and many other things
spread quickly and widely among people. How so? Zoologist Richard Dawkins, in The Selfish
Gene, coined the word "meme" for the entity that might play the role of gene in the transmission
of words, ideas, faiths, mannerisms and fashions. It is not a physical entity, as far as anyone
knows, but a characteristic trait of the human brain. "The thesis of this book," Blackmore writes,
"is that what makes us different [from other animals] is our ability to imitate." Memes, she says,
"are stored in human brains (or books or inventions) and passed on by imitation." They can pass
vertically, as from parent to child, or--unlike genes--horizontally in peer groups and obliquely as
from uncle to niece. Each of us is a meme machine. A lecturer in psychology at the University of
the West of England, Blackmore carries the idea far, examining the role of memes in such
phenomena as the evolution of the enormous human brain, the origins of language, "our
tendency to talk and think too much," altruism, and the evolution of the Internet. --This text refers
to an alternate kindle_edition edition.Read more
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Charlottekrn Bookfair, “Blood Libel. The Blood Libel, a false allegation set against Jews,
repeatedly proven untrue in every country and in every accusation. The book demonstrates in
detail the falsity of the Blood Libel.To prove the irrationality of such accusations, the author
retraces the crimes. The findings uncover the accusations tied purely to Jew-hatred, and to
revenge against Jews. Rose explains why in plentiful detail with numerous examples.The author
presents a fascinating view into Jewish European history, the harassment stemming from
overzealous Church authorities and the libelous distortions presented of Jews in the NT..”

Claudia Dreifus, “A BRILLIANT PIECE OF SCHOLARSHIP THAT IS ALSO A THRILLER. E.M.
Rose has written a a piece of historical scholarship that is also a thriller.. While examining the
actual murder that became the basis of the "blood libel" slur justifying centuries of European anti-
Jewish pograms, Dr. Rose shows us the roots of modern anti-Semitic ideas. This highly
readable work answers some very big questions. Why do some myths get enshrined in popular
imagination? Why do they persist? Who benefits? Dr. Rose has done us all a service by
"reopening" this very old case.”

Robert Gorchov, “A work of historical research that -- at its best -- reads like a novel.. E.M.
Rose's "The Murder of William of Norwich: The Origins of the Blood Libel in Medieval Europe" is
a work of scrupulous historical research that -- at its best -- reads like a novel. Rose has
amassed a great number of relevant facts but interwoven throughout these facts is the story of a
murdered young apprentice leatherworker, William, who later was made a saint, William of
Norwich, whose murder was blamed on local Jews. Rose traces the subsequent influence of
what might be called the "cult" of William of Norwich and the idea of the "blood libel" in other
areas of England and in France. Behind the religious spectacle, Rose has discovered
economic, social, and political factors. If you have the patience to navigate the maze of
historical fact, which is supported by extensive footnotes and a 36 page bibliography, you will
find this story very interesting. It opens a window onto medieval European life.”

Christine, “Highly Recommended. This was an excellent history of the murder of William of
Norwich and the rise of blood libel in Western culture. E. M. Rose is very detailed in her history,
but the book is never boring because her her writing is so engaging. The book is a surprisingly
quick read and I highly recommend it.”

Ebook Tops Reader, “Interesting . . . in-depth . . . not light reading.. A very in-depth review of life
in the medieval English world with interesting sources of many anti-Semitic myths from that time
that have persisted to the present day among anti-Semites.”

E. Bernstein, “A timely and relevant book for anyone interested in the .... A timely and relevant



book for anyone interested in the historic underpinnings of the recent re-emergence of anti-
semitism in the West and the Arab-Israeli conflict in the Middle East. The events and aftermath
of this 12th century murder will be uncomfortably familiar to readers 870 years later. Engaging,
enlightening, E.M. Rose's "The Murder of William of Norwich" is a must-read.”

Jerrold Mitchell, “An excellent study not only of the murder of William. An excellent study not only
of the murder of William, but also of the political, social and economic environment of the time.
The "blood libel" is considered in its context, but with sympathy for its victims as well.”

Henry Dark, “The book is a brilliant piece of historical investigation and a marvellous read as ....
"E.M Rose's book on the murder of William of Norwhich is a breathtaking work of revision that
addresses one of the central questions in the history of Christian/Jewish relations in the Middle
Ages, a topic of enormous relevance in the contemporary world and one around which there is
considerable scholarly contestation. The book is a brilliant piece of historical investigation and a
marvellous read as well."- Gabrielle Spiegel, Krieger-Eisenhower Professor of History, Johns
Hopkins University”

Lawrence Littlestone, “Murder & Prejudice Will Out. An excellent and shocking account of a
perceived start of modern Judaophobia, displaying how an irrational fear and hatred can have a
source extrinsic to its subject. In an age where such views are resurfacing, albeit neatly
packaged and sanitised, it is vital to return to the sources. EM Rose has certainly done that for
us.”

JB, “Five Stars. An excellent book drawing together information from many sources and, in some
cases, giving a new interpretation.”

Isabel Barbesky, “Wonderful! Impeccable scholarship, vividly written. Highly recommended.. The
story of William of Norwich and the first blood libel against the Jews (1144), based on an almost-
contemporary tome by the monk, Thomas of Monmouth, has been the object of a great deal of
popular and academic interest, since a copy of the original manuscript was discovered at the
end of the 19th century. It is not clear exactly why, but over the last few years there has been a
surge in publications: Just last year, Miri Rubin published a new translation of Thomas’s
hagiography, Bill Albert’s novel, Norwich 1144: A Jew’s Tale, came out and a year earlier,
Hannah Johnson’s book, Blood Libel: the Ritual Murder Accusation at the Limit of Jewish
History, appeared. Now we have another treatment of this infamous event, but one that is truly
groundbreaking.Emily Rose has produced an elegant, convincing piece of scholarship, as well
as an excellent read. Her book offers the most thoroughly research study so far of not only the
first case of the blood libel but also a most cogent argument of how it set the pattern for
subsequent 12th century accusations against the Jews, particularly in Gloucester, Bury St.
Edmonds, Paris and Blois. She maintains that, as with the initial blood libel against the Jews of



Norwich, the other incidents were not primarily the result of popular, religious hatred and
spontaneous mob violence. Instead she says that by looking closely at each outbreak it is
possible to see how powerful political and socio-economic forces, including civil war in England
and the devastating repercussions of the failed 2nd Crusade, combined with more immediate
financial interests of key players, led to accusations against the Jews. Each case, she cautions,
demands forensic investigation, which she undertakes quite majestically, and is able to show
how this demands a rejection of a ‘one size fits all’ explanation for blood libel accusations.”

M. D Roberts, “Well researched, well written and still extremely relevant.. A well written account
of what many experts believe to be the "origin" of what is known as the 'blood libel' alleging that
Jews murdered Christians to use their blood for ritual purposes. Indeed, in the wake of the
murder of William of Norwich during March of 1144, subsequent and related events brought
about a turning point in the history of Jews in England. The author also uses other examples
from the 12th Century informing the reader how the accusation of ritual murder or blood ritual
could be used for many reasons with a view to promoting a hatred for the Jews.That said, the
book clarifies that the death of William is the first known instance of the accusation of “blood
libel.” According to this accusation, Jews were supposed to have sacrificed a gentile boy each
Passover because the blood was necessary for religious ceremonies. The inevitable connection
is drawn between the events of Williams's death in 1144 to when several decades later, in 1190,
following the massacres of Jews in other English cities, the Jews of Norwich were also
massacred. The episode of William of Norwich, however, being just one of many in an
increasing antisemitic attitude in England and Europe, with all Jews were eventually expelled
from England in 1290.Although perhaps a little repetitivej at times, this excellent presentation will
still hold your attention from beginning to end. With the Holocaust in recent memory and groups
like the Simon Weisenthal Centre revealing the the growing hatred of the Jews across Europe
having now reached levels not seen since that time, this book and the attitudes of public and
individuals pertaining to the Jews is perhaps quite timely. Indeed, having mentioned the
Holocaust, it is worth pointing out that some analysts have illustrated how the Norwich situation
was even used as a justification for the 'Final Solution' by Hitler in the 1930s.Today perhaps anti-
Semitism isn't something you can necessariily test for, nor is it some sort of immutable character
trait. It is, perhaps, rather more aptly described as the wilful embrace of behaviour or narratives
which have the effect of vilifying Jews. One need not possess any visceral or emotional
antipathy towards Jews as such to, nonetheless, succumb to classic anti-Semitic tropes. There
has been indignation on the part of many, at being painted with the anti-Semitic “brush.” Hitler
gave anti-Semitism a “bad name” and there is widespread reluctance on the part of even the
most severe critics of the Jews to accept this label. What emerges from this book is how many
people readily accept myths and excuses to manifest an underlying disdain, and the dangers
such can present.The visceral disdain for the Jews that was employed in the wake of the murder
of William of Norwich has been well described as "one of the most notable and disastrous lies of



history." That the same lie was believed so readily, then and in some areas even now, makes this
book a relevant and worthwhile read. Highly recommended.”

The book by E.M. Rose has a rating of  5 out of 3.9. 53 people have provided feedback.
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